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Green recovery 

Submission from the National Trust for Scotland 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and 
those for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate 
Change, provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green 
recovery in Scotland? 

The National Trust for Scotland (the Trust) welcomes the principles that should 
underpin a green recovery, as outlined by the Committee on Climate Change. 
However, the green recovery does not simply mean meeting climate change 
objectives, but also tackling the biodiversity crisis. Biodiversity is crucial to effectively 
mitigate the effects of climate change. It is also important to maintain Scotland’s 
attractiveness to citizens and visitors. Nature-based tourism contributes £1.4bn per 
year to the Scottish economy and supports around 40,000 jobs1. 

Therefore, the Trust believes there should be a sixth principle of ‘increase 
biodiversity to support a greener, lower carbon future’. 

Additionally, we recommend that when considering policy, funding and actions as 
part of the green recovery, Ministers use Scottish Environment LINK’s five tests2.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector 
and / or community)? 

A green recovery must make sure nature is at the heart of decision making. This is 
particularly relevant to the planning sector, as not having a focus on nature in 
planning may act as a barrier to a green recovery. UN Sustainable Development 
Goals require that ecosystems services be incorporated into planning policy, with a 
target date of 2020. 

Our planning framework helps define how nature is accessed and interacted with, 
but it does not consider nature centrally or plan for nature on a regional scale. For 
example, many of pressures the Trust and the wider environment faces (such as 
non-native invasive species growth and over-grazing) are landscape-wide issues 
and need addressed on a regional scale.  

Additionally, in Scotland there is a fragmented approach to land ownership and 
management, and a piecemeal approach to nature protection in the form of Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest and National Parks has been taken. These challenges 
make it harder to adapt to and mitigate climate change, encourage biodiversity and 
protect our landscapes without effective policies to incentivise and regulate. 

                                                      
1 ‘Assessing the value of nature based tourism in Scotland’ Scottish Natural heritage 2010 
2 ‘Environmental charities challenge politicians to meet five tests for a ‘green recovery’’ Scottish 
Environment LINK 2020 https://www.scotlink.org/environmental-charities-challenge-politicians-to-
meet-five-tests-for-a-green-recovery/  
 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.scotlink.org/environmental-charities-challenge-politicians-to-meet-five-tests-for-a-green-recovery/
https://www.scotlink.org/environmental-charities-challenge-politicians-to-meet-five-tests-for-a-green-recovery/
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There needs to be provision within the planning system to work better with 
neighbouring landowners to protect and enhance nature. One way would be through 
meeting the commitment to form Regional Land Use Partnerships. Through the 
Land Use Strategy, we can also better plan what our landscapes and regions should 
look like and be used for. Making provision for working together and planning land 
use strategically would maximise the impact of acting on climate change and 
biodiversity and help improve quality of place. It would secure community buy in for 
what their land is being used for, as well as provide developers with confidence and 
clarity on land use.  

The re-ignition of the Scottish economy post- lockdown must be done sustainably, 
which means that de-regulation which reduces environmental protection is avoided. 
The Advisory Group on Economic Recovery is exploring how planning regulation 
can be made more efficient and we agree this is a positive aim, however, quality in 
the planning process must be maintained. A plan-led approach, with less reliance 
on off-plan development, would give greater confidence to communities and to 
developers.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a 
green recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Securing behavioural change- To capitalise on the changes in behaviour seen 
during Covid-19 restrictions (such as decreased emissions due to less commuting) 
the Scottish Government can increase investment in active travel networks, as well 
as in the public transport system. To cut carbon emissions there is also a need to 
incentivise electrical vehicle uptake and invest in the charging network, as has 
happened in Germany3.  

More government support for home working (e.g. the digital rollout) would also help 
maintain the trend started in lockdown of homeworking, leading long-term to lower 
emissions. However, it must be noted that in rural areas, internet tends to have 
patchier coverage and can be slower. It’s important the green recovery is just and 
our rural communities are not left behind if there is a wide-spread shift to 
homeworking.  

Increase biodiversity and invest in nature-based solutions to climate change- 
The Covid-19 crisis has not altered the need to achieve Scottish Government 
biodiversity and climate change targets, but has opened up the opportunity to 
achieve these goals sooner, through accelerating actions such as: 

• Embedding a National Ecological Network in National Planning Framework 4 
(NPF4), as this would enable us to better plan for and protect nature.  

• Using NPF4 as an opportunity to prioritise green infrastructure that supports 
nature, as this would enable more people to access and enjoy Scotland’s 
natural heritage leading to better social, environmental and health outcomes. 

                                                      
3 forbes.com/sites/neilwinton/2020/06/04/germany-boosts-electric-car-sales-incentives-but-penalizes-
gas-guzzlers/#1f7036d81c4b 
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• Designing the replacement of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) to 
incentivise farming practices that enhance biodiversity and mitigate against 
the effect of climate change. 

• Investing in nature-based solutions to climate change, such as peatland 
restoration and forest planting. 

Supporting tourism- Scotland’s tourism is often concentrated in specific sites, such 
as Skye, which can put pressure on nature and local infrastructure. To support a 
green recovery in the tourism sector, Scottish Government should consider how to 
make tourism more sustainable by spreading benefits and impacts more widely. 

Investing in skills, training and green, sustainable jobs- To ensure a just and 
fair green recovery Scottish Government must plan for re-training and re-skilling 
those who work currently in carbon intensive jobs.  

Retrofitting traditional buildings is also key to achieving climate change ambitions. 
Around 19% of buildings in Scotland were built before 19194, and the majority of our 
2050 housing stock is already in existence. The Trust has previously highlighted 
existing issues around how the energy performance of traditional buildings is 
conducted and the skills deficit in retrofitting traditional buildings 5. There is a need 
to train people to more appropriately assess the energy efficiency of traditional 
buildings and to identify and install energy efficiency methods that are suitable for 
traditional buildings.  

Investing in agriculture to support a green recovery- Agriculture is uniquely 
placed to support Scotland’s green recovery. A new policy framework to incentivise 
better land use management that values on uses wider than food production (such 
as community benefits and biodiversity) should be developed. This could take the 
form of a rural strategy that details Scotland’s rural objectives and the role farmers 
are expected to play in securing environmental, landscape and climate change 
outcomes. This could be funded by the CAP replacement. 

Environmental Standards- It is imperative Scotland maintains high standards of 
oversight of developments and does not compromise environmental standards or 
the responsibility of developers to protect and enhance the areas in which they build.  

Furthermore, we believe Environment Standards Scotland should meet or exceed 
the environmental standards set by the EU and match the current oversight provided 
by the European Court of Justice and European Commission. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and 
avoid locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio 
to deliver a green and sustainable recovery? 

The Trust welcomed the Scottish Government’s commitment to invest £20 million 
for peatland restoration in 2020/21 and £250 million over the next ten years. 

                                                      
4 ‘Response to Scottish Government Consultation on Energy Efficient Scotland’ National Trust for 
Scotland 2019 
5 ‘Response to Scottish Government Consultation on Energy Efficient Scotland’ National Trust for 
Scotland 2019 



ECCLR/GR/039 

However, it is necessary to examine if there is capacity to deliver this funding, and 
if further skills investment is required. 

As part of the green recovery, Environmental Standards Scotland should have 
adequate budget to replace European Court of Justice and European Commission 
environmental watchdog functions in their entirety.  

The Scottish Government has committed to a £230m return to work funding package 
for 2020-21. This is welcomed but we note a need to ensure green recovery 
activities continue to be supported after 2021.Younger workers have been 
disproportionally impacted by lockdown6. The Trust provides opportunities for young 
people (e.g. gardening apprenticeships) but to sustain this and create new 
opportunities, economic support must be made available, for example a Scottish 
equivalent of England’s Green Recovery Challenge Fund. 

 

                                                      
6 bbc.co.uk/news/business-52176666  


